
    In Touch          
16th / 17th June                                                 Eleventh Sunday in Ordinary Time                                                         No: 1137 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 “Listen carefully, my son, to the master’s instructions and attend to them with the ear of your heart” 
 (St Benedict) 

                                                                                                                                                                                                      Edited by Maria Stribbling 

 

On Monday we begin our celebration of Refugee Week.  There will be materials in the Lady Chapel 
at Worth to help us to pray for all those who are forced from their homes by violence or climate 
change to seek refuge in another land. The cause of refugees is close to the heart of Pope Francis.  
In his address for the world day of migrants and refugees he said: “Every stranger who knocks at 
our door is an opportunity for an encounter with Jesus Christ, who identifies with the welcomed 
and rejected strangers of every age.  One of his first actions of his pontificate was to visit the island 
of Lampedusa and celebrate mass there.  Many refugees land on this island, the southernmost 
point of Europe, coming from Africa in tiny and overcrowded boats, and many perish on the way.  
The Jewish and Christian spirituality of supporting refugees is at the centre of our tradition.  In the 
Hebrew Bible the identity of God is that of the one who defends strangers, and of His people as a 
people of strangers: Do not oppress a foreigner; you yourselves know how it feels to be foreigners, 
because you were foreigners in Egypt.  And Jesus identifies himself with the stranger, and reminds 
us that we meet him in the person of the stranger: I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, 
I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in.”   

On Saturday, 23rd, we have a visit from Ben Rogers, of Christian Solidarity Worldwide, who will 
speak to us about the situation in south east Asia, where he has direct experience of the suffering 
of the Rohingya people, and other peoples in Burma; and we will also hear about the work of 
Refugees Welcome Crawley, from Anna Pincus, and ways in which we can become involved in their 
work.  (Please see the invitation below, and visit the CAFOD web site to find out more about how 
the Church is involved.) 

This weekend we also celebrate A Day For Life, which this year encourages us to pray particularly 
for victims of trafficking and slavery, many of whom are also refugees fleeing violence in their 
homeland.  The UN calculates that around the world there are over 40 million people living in 
slavery, and that in the UK there are some thirteen thousand victims of trafficking.  On this day we 
are encouraged to reflect on the dignity and sanctity of human life, and to pray for those whose 
lives are so diminished.  P Francis writes: The trade in human beings violates the God given dignity 
of so many of our brothers and sisters, and constitutes a true crime against humanity. Please visit 
the web sites dayforlife and santamartagroup, and please pray for all in need.  We offer a prayer 
below : 

We pray for the victims of human trafficking 

That they may be helped to rebuild their lives  

after the traumatic experiences they have gone through.  Amen 

Tip for the weekend – 16th / 17th June 

If you wish to avoid using harsh chemicals to clean the shower (which are not good for the 
environment), the tiles and shower can be cleaned with a spray mix of half white vinegar and half 

water. Rinse and polish. 
To clean the glass wipe with diluted white vinegar. The vinegar breaks down the lime scale. 

 

 
 



 

Parish News 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Anniversaries: 
Please pray for the souls of – Revd Richard Harvey, Gen Sir Richard O’Connor, Phyllis Gould, Chris 
Whitman, Kathleen Southwood, Bernadette Brailey, Amy Noyce, Ian Gibson, Ted Spice, Dora Bridger, 
Nigel Daniels, Alan Harris and Colette He le ne Rowland.  Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let 
perpetual light shine upon them, may they rest in peace. Amen. 

Plate Collections: 
 

Gift Aided – £235 
Non Gift Aided – £135 

Second Collection “life” - £179 
 

Next Weekend there will be a 
Second Collection for  

“Peters Pence” 

Irundu Parish Meeting: 
The Irundu meeting planned for Sunday 17th June will be 

postponed, as it clashes with the London to Brighton cycle 
ride. 

 

Prayers:                 
A message from Mandy Horton - “Our heartfelt thanks to you all for your prayers and support 

during this difficult time, on the passing of Nick’s mother and Mandy’s father.”   
Love from Mandy, Nick, Abigail and Rebecca x 

 
Please pray for Daw Aung San Suii Kyi of Burma who celebrates her birthday on 19th June. 

 

Annual Justice & Peace 
Conference: 

'In the Shelter of Each Other the 
People Live':  

 
The Conference is from 20-22 July 
and is now open for booking. You 
can get booking forms from NJPN, 
39 Eccleston Square, London SW1V 

1BX.  
Tel: 020 7901 4864 or email:  

admin@justice-and-peace.org.uk 

Refugee Week (18th – 24th June) 
During this week there will be prayer materials in the Lady Chapel for private use. 

The main event is the talk by Ben Rogers from Christian Solidarity Worldwide (CSW), on Saturday 
23rd June at 10am. He will speak about Burma and other South East Asian countries. 

Anna Pincus will speak about the work of 
Refugees Welcome Crawley, the local organisation supporting refugees. 

We will end with lunch.   
Please let us know ASAP if you can stay for lunch (for catering numbers) 

(there will be a collection). 
After lunch there will be a time of prayer for refugees in the Lady Chapel. 

Everyone is welcome to come to the Community mass at 9am, coffee will be served in the Unity Room 
from 10am. 

Do you have any spare cotton fabric? 
Christina Fitzsimons would be very glad of it, for making bags for 
the Traidcraft Stall.  Most types of cotton fabric are suitable - 

dressmaking, upholstery or curtain weight. 
Please contact Christina on cfitzs3287@aol.com or  

01444 415557. 
 

Parish Picnic: 
Sunday 8th July (after Mass).  

Join us! Get to know more people in the parish.  
Meet on the Piazza in front of the Abbey at 11am. We will go for a 
short walk down to the beautiful quiet garden. The route is all on 
footpaths and there are no styles so is accessible for buggies and 
the less mobile. Bring a picnic and a blanket to have on the grass 
when we get back to the Abbey at about 12pm. The weather won't 
stop us! If it is raining we will have a welly walk and then have our 
picnic in the unity room. All welcome. For more information contact 

Charlie Tibble 07845 956243. 
 

Our Final Copy of “In Touch” before summer will be the weekend of  
30th June/1st July.  If you have anything you would like to advertise 
before then, please let me know.  In Touch will return in September 

https://mail.worth.org.uk/owa/redir.aspx?C=MUF6GqP9Sk_9C6J8vGFumhj-_WQGfsMb2cVdn_Z0xvinmyoKQq_VCA..&URL=https%3a%2f%2fdabnet.us9.list-manage.com%2ftrack%2fclick%3fu%3d6ad3715cf61665df736c264a6%26id%3d9b07700021%26e%3d39eafcb504
mailto:cfitzs3287@aol.com


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

‘St John’s Seminary – Wonersh   …   Can you help? 
The Seminary, near Guildford, Surrey (which has been involved in the formation of priests for over 125 
years) is looking for some help with the cost of re-decoration and refurbishment of 30 of its bedrooms, 
which have received little or no upgrading for 40+ years. Many rooms have threadbare or no carpets, and 
curtains which are close to disintegration. Some of the beds and other furniture started their life in the 
Junior Seminary at Mark Cross, Sussex – which closed in 1970. The Seminary operates on a very tight 
budget, and there are no funds available for this much-needed work, which would cost in the region of 

£2,000 per room. If you can help in any way, please send a cheque made payable to St John’s Seminary to: 
Mgr Gerry Ewing (Vice-Rector), St John’s Seminary, Wonersh, Guildford, Surrey GU5 0QX.  

Thank you so much! 

 

Annual Refugee Tales Walk: 
Refugee Tales is rooted in the work of the 
charity Gatwick Detainees Welfare Group 
which through a network of befrienders, 
supports people in immigration detention 
at Gatwick.  Refugee Tales enables the 

accounts of those who have experienced 
detention in the UK to be heard. There is 
an annual walk where these tales are 

shared.  
This year it is from 6 -11 July, More details 
can be found at www.refugeetales.org  

 

The Ascent – Discipleship Process for Young People: 
 

This October, the ASCENT will be launching at Worth Abbey 
with the support of the diocese. It’s a three-year discipleship 
process involving three weekend residentials a year and 
weekly online group sessions. It’s open to anyone about to 
go into year 10, 11, or 12 and it’s designed to take people 

with a real interest in their faith and to help them to make a 
deeper commitment and to explore who God created them 
to be, while making a few friends and hopefully having some 

fun in the process. For more details, or to apply, visit 
theascentuk.co.uk or contact Jack.Regan@dabnet.org 

 

Clothing Donations for GDWG: 
A message from Gatwick detainee group on clothing:   

They can take:  T-shirts, Jeans - 32" and 34" waist only - not short, 
jogging bottoms, shoes, trainers and bags. 

They cannot take: Hats, gloves, scarves, caps, jackets, coats, 
shirts (buttoned), socks and jumpers. 

Please let the parish office know in advance if you have 
anything to donate.  Please do not leave at the office.   

Thank You 
 

Healing Service: 
Mass will be celebrated in the abbey church on  

Sunday 17th June at 2pm, followed by prayers for healing. All 
warmly welcome. (There will be no healing service on 

Wednesday evening 6th June). Contact Fr Rod on 01342 710308 
if you require further details. 

Music for a Summer Evening: 
Sunday, 24th June at 7.30pm in the Abbey. Join well-known Sussex choir, The Copthorne Consort, its 

Director, Sophia Vaughan and international concert organist D’Arcy Trinkwon for a spectacular evening to 
celebrate 50 years of Worth Abbey in Peru. 

The evening’s programme will present an exciting variety of music by well-known composers such as 
Faure, Mendelssohn and Vaughan Williams and also some modern composers, who will be in attendance. 
There will be a retiring collection in aid of Worth Abbey in Peru, a splendid raffle, provided by the Consort 

and a drinks reception afterwards. 

A day with Mary: 
 

A day of instruction, devotion and intercession, based on the message given at Fatima in 1917. Arundel 
Cathedral, Arundel, Sussex on Saturday 23rd June. Full information can be found on the website, 

www.adaywithmary.org 

ENCOUNTER EVENING (FOR 15-30s):  
The ENCOUNTER programme is a great 

way for older teenagers and young 
adults to make friends and to deepen 
their faith in a relaxed, welcoming 

environment. The next evening in this 
area will be on Friday 29th, June @ 

7.30pm in St Wilfrid’s School in 
Crawley (RH11 8PG). Entry is free, and 
everyone aged 15-30 is welcome. Our 

guest speaker will be Michelle 
Harrison, and as usual there will be 
refreshments, music, friendly people, 
and (for over 18s) a trip to the pub 
afterwards. For more information, 
search for ‘ENCOUNTER Crawley’ on 

Facebook. 

https://dabnet.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6ad3715cf61665df736c264a6&id=af86894f41&e=39eafcb504
https://mail.worth.org.uk/owa/redir.aspx?C=ZM5tMjNp4utIJP5MdCTAeiyjXdS8esEmVl-Km9zTj4B03s2yHcfVCA..&URL=http%3a%2f%2ftheascentuk.co.uk
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REGULAR EVENTS IN THE PARISH 
Mass Times - Saturday: 9.00 am (Concelebrated) and 5.00 pm (First Mass of Sunday),  
Sunday: 9.30 am, with an 11.30am mass at St Dunstan’s West Hoathly 
Daily Mass: 8.00 am and 5.30 pm (Concelebrated), Holy Days of Obligation: Vigil Mass: 7.30 pm;  
Feast Day: 8.00 am and 5.30 pm 
Adoration - Friday evenings 7.00- 8.00pm in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel. Reflection, music and silence.  
Sunday Adoration – In St Dunstan’s Chapel, West Hoathly, every Sunday from 5pm-7pm to support the parish 
evangelisation programme.  Please feel free to come for as long as you wish. 
Confessions (Sacrament of Reconciliation) - Sundays 9.10-9.30am before Mass.   
Marian Prayer Group - 2nd/4th Monday, 7.30pm, Lady Chapel.  
Prayers for Healing – 1st Wednesday of every month at 7.15pm in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel, a mass with 
prayers for healing. 
Lectio Divina - Tuesdays 8.20pm, for 30 mins, Parlour 3 (entry from the Narthex) then Compline.  
Sunday prayers for Healing - Once a month, there is a half hour service of prayers for healing in the Blessed 
Sacrament Chapel, after 0930 Sunday mass.  All Welcome.  The next dates are 1st July and 5th August. 
Christian Meditation Group - Blessed Sacrament Chapel 7.45pm for 8pm start to 8.45pm followed by 
Compline. Contact Gabrielle 01342 326118/Caterina 01243 554001. Next dates are 27th June, 11th and 25th July. 
Vigil for Vocations - (1st Friday) 9.00pm to midnight in the Abbey Church.  Next date 6th July. 
Children’s Mass - 1st Saturday of each month at 5pm.  Next date 30th June (change to usual) 
Bereavement Support - Marian & Clare are available to meet you either at St Benedict's or to visit you at home. 
Contact the team via the Parish Office or email - clare_harper@hotmail.com or marian.imhasly@gmail.com.    
Mothers Prayer Group - in Balcombe every Tuesday 12 noon.  Call Marie 07860 845658.  All faiths and none 
are most welcome.  

 

New Revised Standard Version (Anglicized Edition), copyright 1989, 1995 by the Division of Christian Education of the 

National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission.  All rights reserved. 

Next Sunday’s Readings: The Nativity of St John the Baptist 
1st Reading – Isiah 49:1-6               2nd Reading – Acts 13:22-26 

 
Gospel: Luke 1:57-66, 80 

The birth of John the Baptist 

Daily Readings 

Monday – 1 Kgs 21:1-16   Matt 5:38-42 
Tuesday – 1 Kgs 21:17-29   Matt 43-48 (St Romauld) 
Wednesday – 2 Kgs 2:1, 6-14   Matt 6:1-6, 16-18   2 Tim 2:8-15, 3:10-13   John 12:24-26 
Thursday – Sir 48:1-14   Matt 6:7-15 (St Aloysius Gonzaga) 
Friday – 2 Macc 6:18, 21, 24-31   Matt 24:4-13 (St John Fisher and St Thomas More) 
Saturday – 2 Chr 24:17-25   Matt 6:24-34   Jer 1:4-10   1 Pet 1:8-12   Luke 1:5-17 

Parish Priest: Fr Paul Fleetwood 
Mobile: 07764 260216 

 
Parish Office Email: parish@worth.org.uk          Parish Office Tel: 01342 710313          

 Parish Website: www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk           Secretary: Maria Stribbling (Hours: 9.30am-1.30pm)      
 

Night time emergencies only: 07494 484979 
Cheques to be made payable to – Worth Abbey Parish 

 
Safeguarding: Rachel Davies (07801 696354) and Maria Stribbling (01342 710313) 

 
In Touch: If you would like anything to appear in ‘In Touch’, please email: worthintouch@hotmail.co.uk  (by Thursday 10am) 

 
If you are unable to attend Mass and would like to receive Holy Communion at home, or if you have any prayer 

intentions, please let Fr Paul know. 

mailto:clare_harper@hotmail.com
mailto:parish@worth.org.uk
http://www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk/
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