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 “ In his goodness, the Lord has already counted us as his children and therefore we should never grieve 
him with our evil actions” 

                                                                                             (St Benedict)                                               Edited by Maria Stribbling 

Today we celebrate the feast of Pentecost, which comes as the culmination of Jesus’ 

ministry on earth with the fulfilment of his promise to share with us God’s Holy Spirit, His 

life and His love.  It marks the birthday of the Church, and is the source of all that is good in 

human experience.   

Pope Francis, in his homily for Pentecost, expresses it thus: The Spirit is in fact the Easter 

Gift par excellence.  He is the Creator Spirit, who constantly brings about new 

things.  Today’s readings show us two of those new things.  In the first reading, the Spirit 

makes of the disciples a new people; in the Gospel, He creates in the disciples a new heart.  

Commenting on the story in Acts cp 2 he says: First the Spirit rests on each and then brings 

all of them together in fellowship.  To each he gives a gift, and then gathers them all into 

unity.  In other words, the same Spirit creates diversity and unity, and in this way forms a 

new, diverse and unified people: the universal Church.   He continues by reflecting on a 

temptation which can divide the Church - to seek diversity without unity.  He says, This 

happens when we want to separate, when we become locked into our own ideas and ways of 

doing things, perhaps even thinking that we are better than others, or always in the right, 

when we become so-called “guardians of the truth”…. So the prayer we make to the Holy 

Spirit is for the grace to receive his unity, a glance that, leaving personal preferences aside, 

embraces and loves his Church, our Church.  It is to accept responsibility for unity among 

all.  Speaking of Jesus’ appearance to his disciples on the evening of the resurrection, as 

related by John cp 20, he reflects:  Jesus grants them the spirit of forgiveness.  The Spirit is 

the first gift of the risen Lord, and is given above all for the forgiveness of sins.  Here we see 

the beginning of the Church, the glue that holds us together…Forgiveness gives hope; 

without forgiveness, the Church is not built up. 

Pope Francis closes with a prayer which we can make our own: “Spirit of God, Lord, who 

dwell in my heart and in the heart of the Church, guiding and shaping her in diversity, 

come!  Like water, we need you to live.  Come down upon us anew, teach us unity, renew our 

hearts and teach us to love as you love us, to forgive as you forgive us. 

Please pray that we all receive the gift of God’s Holy Spirit that we may become a strong 

community, empowered for the work of evangelisation. 

CAFOD Prayer 
Spirit of justice and community 

Give us the confidence to challenge injustice and to nurture the flame of justice until it burns brightly. 
May the Spirit of justice and community accompany you and light your way. 

May this Spirit move you, heal you, guide you and challenge you, call you to action and to prayer. 
May this passion for justice burn through you and in you and may it warm the hearts of those around  

you, encouraging hope and overcoming fear. 
Amen 

 
 



 

Anniversaries: 
Please pray for the souls of - Russell Brailey, Brian Groombridge, Dick Wheeler, Jacque Dickenson, 
Abbot Victor Farwell, Kathleen Maddock, Patricia Napier-Munn, Brian Fenn, John Cooper, Tina 
Bryant, Eloise Powell, Jo Wetz and Gareth Belcher.    
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them, may they rest in 
peace. Amen. 

Refugee Week (18th – 24th June) 
 

During this week there will be prayer materials in 
the Lady Chapel for private use.   

 
The main event is the talk by Ben Rogers from 
Christian Solidarity Worldwide (CSW), on 

Saturday 23rd June at 10am.  He will speak about 
Burma and other South East Asian countries.   
Anna Pincus will speak about the work of  

Refugees Welcome Crawley, the local organisation 
supporting refugees. 

We will end with lunch.   
Please let us know if you can stay for lunch 

(there will be a collection).   
After lunch there will be a time of prayer for 

refugees in the Lady Chapel. 
Everyone is welcome to come to the Community 
mass at 9am, coffee will be served in the Unity 

Room from 10am. 

Second Collection: 
Thank you so much for your generous donations 
last weekend.  We raised a total of £153.05 for  

“The Catholic Communications Network”. 
Next weekend there will be a second collection 
for “The Missionary Endeavour of the Diocese.” 

(Gift Aid) 

Concerts: 
D’Arcy Trinkwon, the Abbey Organist, is giving  

concerts in Arundel Cathedral on  
Fridays, 1st and 15th June both start at 7.30pm. 

Full details in the Narthex or at 
www.arundelcathedralorg/www.darcytrinkwon.com 

 

 

Prayers:                 
Please pray for Barry and Fran O’Sullivan who are both unwell. 

Please pray for Philippa Schwarz, who is unwell. 
Please pray for Mervyn Thomas who is recovering from surgery. 
Please pray Jack McCurdy who is in hospital with a broken back. 

Please pray for Wendy Horton, who died on Saturday, and for her family. 

Annual Justice & Peace Conference: 
“In the shelter of each other the people live”: 
The conference is from 20-22nd July in The 

Hayes Conference Centre, Swanwick, 
Derbyshire.  You can get booking forms from 

NJPN, 39 Eccleston Square, London, SW1V 1BX, 
Tel: 020 7901 4864 or email admin@justice-

and-peace.org.uk 

Michael Oakley’s Farewell Concert: 
 

You are warmly invited to Michael’s farewell concert on Friday 25th May @ 7.30pm in the Abbey.  Drinks 
and Canapes will be served from 6.30pm in the Narthex. 

The concert will include the first performance of Sir James Macmillan’s “Sing joyfully to the Lord”, composed 
in honour of Michael’s service to the school and Abbey.  Please inform Mandy Horton on 01342 710266 or at 

musicadmin@worth.org.uk if you are able to come. 

Parish News 

Clothing Collections: 

Just a reminder that the Gatwick Detainee 
Group has run out of space for clothing.  All 
donations of bags and rucksacks are always 

welcome. 

Weekly Offering Envelopes: 

There are still many envelopes to be collected from 
the Narthex. Please try and collect these as soon as 

you can 

http://www.arundelcathedralorg/www.darcytrinkwon.com
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The Feast of Pentecost Walk: 
 

Sunday, 20th May: To mark the Feast of Pentecost, in an ecumenical style, there will be a walk from Worth Abbey to 
Crawley Down along the Red Road and Worth Way (i.e. all along footpaths, about one and a half hours).  This is 

primarily a social occasion but will end with prayer and tea at the All Saints church in Crawley Down.  Everyone is 
welcome, please bring a food donation for the finger buffet.  Meet at Worth in the carpark at 3 pm.  Provision will be 

made for the return journey, but please check. 

 

Annual Refugee Tales Walk: 
Refugee Tales is rooted in the work of the charity Gatwick 
Detainees Welfare Group which through a network of 

befrienders, supports people in immigration detention at 
Gatwick.  Refugee Tales enables the accounts of those who 

have experienced detention in the UK to be heard. There is an 
annual walk where these tales are shared.  

This year it is from 6 -11 July, More details can be found 
at www.refugeetales.org  

 

Diocesan Grandparents Pilgrimage: 
Wednesday 13 June from 10.45am at the Shrine of Our Lady of Consolation, Park Lane, West Grinstead 
RH13 8LT. The day with include Adoration and Reconciliation and Mass with Bishop Richard. Hot drinks 

available but bring own packed lunch.  
Booking Essential with Rosie Read on 01293 651161 or rosie.read@dabnet,org. 

Family Fun Day to Celebrate the Feast of Corpus Christi: 
Sunday 3 June at St John's Seminary, Wonersh, Guildford GU5 0QX from 1pm including activities.  Blessed 
Sacrament procession with Bishop Richard and ending with tea.  Come along from 12.30 pm to enjoy your 
picnic in the beautiful grounds of the Seminary, and from 1pm join the afternoon of activities provided – 

there will be something for everyone! 
To assist with catering please confirm attendance with Katherine Bergin on katherine.bergin@dabnet.org  

 

Dialogue and Unity Day 2018: 
Saturday 29 September from 10sm-4pm at the Christian Education Centre, 4 Southgate Drive, Crawley 
RH10 6RP on Christian Unity and the Renewal of the Church. Keynote speakers to be confirmed. You can 

book by email ruth.gerun@dabnet.org 

Lunch for Homeless People: 
A normal lunch will be served on Sunday 27 May at the Friary.   Your help and support on the day would be 
very much be appreciated.  If you can come, then please Ashwin Soni Tel: 07833 252 551, know in advance. 

 

Music for a Summer Evening: 
 

Sunday, 24th June at 7.30pm in the Abbey.  Join well-known Sussex choir, The Copthorne Consort, its 
Director, Sophia Vaughan and international concert organist D’Arcy Trinkwon for a spectacular evening to 

celebrate 50 years of Worth Abbey at Outreach Peru. 
The evening’s programme will present an exciting variety of music by well-known composers such as Faure , 

Mendelssohn and Vaughan Williams and also some modern composers, who will be in attendance. 
There will be a retiring collection in aid of Worth Abbey at Outreach Peru, a splendid raffle, provided by the 

Consort and a drinks reception afterwards. 
 

Peace + Reconciliation in the Holy Land: 
 

You are invited along to Crawley United 
Reformed Church, Worth Park Ave, Pound Hill, 
RH10 3DF on Monday 11th June at 7.30 - 
9.00pm.   There will be an update on the 

National Union of Teachers.  If you are able to 
join in, please contact Dawn on 07804 981666.  

PLEASE SPONSOR MY BROTHER (message from Fr Aidan) 
 

My brother Anthony will be walking the Cinque Ports 100 mile Challenge Walk over the May Bank Holiday 
(26th-28th) to raise money for the Pendower Good Neighbour Project.  Pendower is an inter-war council 
housing estate in the West End of Newcastle which suffered many problems: vandalism, crime, joy riding, 
boarded up houses, high levels of poverty.  The Project supports the residents with volunteers who have 
improved housing conditions and the physical environment, provide after school & holiday activities for 
children, social and practical services for pensioners. The Community is being rebuilt but funding is 

increasingly difficult. Please help us to keep this Project alive.  I will be available after Mass this weekend 
with a Sponsorship Form.  Thank you.  Fr Aidan 
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REGULAR EVENTS IN THE PARISH 

Mass Times - Saturday: 9.00 am (Concelebrated) and 5.00 pm (First Mass of Sunday),  
Sunday: 9.30 am, with an 11.30am mass at St Dunstan’s West Hoathly 
Daily Mass: 8.00 am and 5.30 pm (Concelebrated), Holy Days of Obligation: Vigil Mass: 7.30 pm;  
Feast Day: 8.00 am and 5.30 pm 
Adoration - Friday evenings 7.00- 8.00pm in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel. Reflection, music and silence.  
Sunday Adoration – In St Dunstan’s Chapel, West Hoathly, every Sunday from 5pm-7pm to support the parish 
evangelisation programme.  Please feel free to come for as long as you wish. 
Confessions (Sacrament of Reconciliation) - Sundays 9.10-9.30am before Mass.   
Marian Prayer Group - 2nd/4th Monday, 7.30pm, Lady Chapel.  
Prayers for Healing – 1st Wednesday of every month at 7.15pm in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel, a mass with 
prayers for healing. 
Lectio Divina - Tuesdays 8.20pm, for 30 mins, Parlour 3 (entry from the Narthex) then Compline.  
Sunday prayers for Healing - Once a month, there is a half hour service of prayers for healing in the Blessed 
Sacrament Chapel, after 0930 Sunday mass.  All Welcome.  The next dates are 3rd June and 1st July. 
Christian Meditation Group - Blessed Sacrament Chapel 7.45pm for 8pm start to 8.45pm followed by 
Compline. Contact Gabrielle 01342 326118/Caterina 01243 554001. Next dates are 30th May, 13th and 27th June. 
Vigil for Vocations - (1st Friday) 9.00pm to midnight in the Abbey Church.  Next date 1st June. 
Children’s Mass - 1st Saturday of each month at 5pm.  Next date 2nd June.   
Bereavement Support - Marian & Clare are available to meet you either at St Benedict's or to visit you at home. 
Contact the team via the Parish Office or email - clare_harper@hotmail.com or marian.imhasly@gmail.com.    
Mothers Prayer Group - in Balcombe every Tuesday 12 noon.  Call Marie 07860 845658.  All faiths and none 
are most welcome.  

 

New Revised Standard Version (Anglicized Edition), copyright 1989, 1995 by the Division of Christian Education of the 

National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission.  All rights reserved. 

Next Sunday’s Readings: The Most Holy Trinity 
 

1st Reading – Deuteronomy 4:32-34, 39-40                  2nd Reading – Romans 8:14-17 
 

Gospel: Matthew 28:16-20 
Go and make disciples of all nations 

Daily Readings 

Monday – Jas 3:13-18   Mark 9:14-29 

Tuesday – Jas 4:1-10   Mark 9:30-37 

Wednesday – Jas 4:13-17   Mark 9:38-40 
Thursday – Jas 5:1-6   Mark 9:41-50   Ecc 4:11-18   1 Cor 1:18-25   John 19:25-27 
Friday – 1 Cor 2:10b-14   Matt 7:21-29 or Sir 39:6-10   Matt 5:13-16 
Saturday – Jas 5:13-20   Mark 10:13-16 
 

Parish Priest: Fr Paul Fleetwood 
Mobile: 07764 260216 

 
Parish Office Email: parish@worth.org.uk          Parish Office Tel: 01342 710313          Parish Website: www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk           

Secretary: Maria Stribbling (Hours: 9.30am-1.30pm)     Night time emergencies only: 07494 484979 

Safeguarding: Rachel Davies (07801 696354) and Maria Stribbling (01342 710313) 
Car Share: Jill Carter: 07836 316525 

 
In Touch: If you would like anything to appear in ‘In Touch’, please email: worthintouch@hotmail.co.uk  (by Thursday 10am) 

 
If you are unable to attend Mass and would like to receive Holy Communion at home, or if you have any prayer intentions, 

please let Fr Paul know. 
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