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 “Wherever we may be, we are in the service of the same Lord and doing battle for the same King” 
 (St Benedict) 

Edited by Maria Stribbling 

 
 

Last month Refugees Welcome Crawley held their AGM, which was attended by a number of 
parishioners.  We offer a few extracts from the report made by the chair, Anna Pincus, a Worth 
parent, to give a flavour of this excellent group and their activities.   

She writes: Highlights for the group have been our summer picnic celebration of ‘Better Together 
‘In memory of Jo Cox. We had fun and games in the park! Our election ‘non-hustings’ was a 
highlight and we had prospective parliamentary candidates from the Conservative, Labour and 
Liberal Democrat parties tasting Syrian welcome food and accepting bouquets thanking them for 
their community service. Henry Smith MP visited Calais to see the conditions for refugees first 
hand as a result of your action. This year our food share service has begun thanks to Tesco! This 
year has seen the continuation of Talk Club.  It is flourishing in Crawley and East Grinstead.  
(Several Worth parishioners take part in these groups.)  The sewing project is a visible symbol of 
community harmony in the town. Our gardening project continues. Thank you Worth Parish for 
your help and for nurturing our seedlings.  A highlight this year was our potato party picnic in the 
garden of St Benedicts when the Syrian families visited the Worth quiet garden. It wasn’t quiet for 
long! We hope all the refugees we have worked with can feel the strength of our wish to cut 
through red tape and demonstrate a welcome that feels natural and strong. Thank you to all the 
refugees we have met. Our lives have been enriched by knowing you. 

Do please consider if you can help this group in their excellent work.  We have received this 
appeal from one of their organisers: We are delighted to report that another Syrian refugee 
family will be arriving in Crawley in the next 6 - 8 weeks.  

We are working in partnership with West Sussex County Council to prepare their new home and 
the first thing we need to do is to paint the walls! Paint, rollers and brushes will be provided but 
we really need your help in getting the paint on the walls in time for the new family! 

Would members of your church like to get together and 'adopt a room', starting with the 
painting? The Resettlement Scheme will provide carpets and basic furniture (though some 
assembling of flat-pack items might also be needed!) - but the extra touches that make each room 
more homely like bedding, lamps or rugs would be very welcome and kitchen equipment in good 
condition may also be required….Can anyone help ?  Please get in touch! 

Tip for the weekend – 21st / 22nd April 

It is sometimes difficult to know what to do with old computers and laptops. They can be given to the 
local household waste site for disposal but is there a better way? 

Computer Aid International (www.computeraid.org) can refurbish old computers, tablets and mobile 
phones for use in the developing world, sometimes alongside solar power projects. 

They have a simple form to assess whether your old computer is suitable for their needs and they 
wipe securely the data from all donated computers. 

 
 

 
 

The Parish AGM is being held today (Sunday), after mass.  Starting with 
coffee in the Unity Room. 

http://www.computeraid.org/


 
 

Parish News 
Fr Paul will be away from 23rd - 28th April. 

 
 
 
 

Anniversaries: 
Please pray for the souls of – Jim Rochford, Don Cooper, John Nott, Jean Eicher, Nina Pokultinis, Simon 
Hulme. Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them, may they rest 
in peace. Amen. 

Prayers:                 
Please pray for Barry and Fran O’Sullivan who are both unwell. 

Please pray for Philippa Schwarz, who is unwell. 
Please pray for Mervyn Thomas recovering from surgery. 

Please pray for prisoners in Burma. 

Save the Date: 

Sunday 22nd April.  The Worth Abbey Parish AGM will take place straight after mass in the Unity Room with 
coffee to start.   
 
Saturday 23rd June.  Ben Rogers will be giving a talk after mass in the Unity Room.  Ben works for the human 
rights charity Christian Solidarity Worldwide , and is the author of A Land without Evil: Stopping the 
Genocide of Burma’s Karen People. 
 
Sunday 13th May:  This years First Holy Communion candidates will be making their communion at 11am.  
All are welcome to come along. 

Donations: 
As you are aware no more clothing is 
required at this moment in time for the 
Gatwick Detainees, however, if you have 
any spare travel bags or rucksacks, 
these would be greatly appreciated 

Parish Walk: 

Sunday 29th April.   Meeting at The Victory, Staplefield 
 at 11.30 a.m.   

The walk will start 
at the pub, going down into the woods at the back of Nymans, 

around the lake and then back up to the pub for 1.30 lunch.  The 
walk is four miles long mainly dry but very muddy in a few 

places.  Pretty walk with views, woodlands and a lake.  
Please e mail Trisha trishiasol@ao.com 07941865502 or  
Christina christinafitzsimons@icloud.com 07721010577 

 

AGM Report: 

This is available online.  Please let us 
know if you would like a paper copy. 

 

Cake Sale: 
Chloe Roberts will be holding a 
cake sale after mass on 5th/ 6th 

May.  Chloe is trying to raise 
funds for her trip to Lourdes 
where she has very kindly 
volunteered as a helper. 

Second Collection Next 
Weekend: 

Next weekend there will 
be a second collection for 
The Education of Future 

Priests (Giftaid) 

Cheques: 

Please be aware when writing cheques 
for any payments, that cheques are 

made payable to Worth Abbey Parish.  
Thank you 

Some copies of the Turners Hill News, 
are available in the Narthex 

CAFOD: 

Thank you for your support to our Lent 
Fast Day appeal. Donations to CAFOD 
until 12 May will be doubled by the UK 
Government. We have planned a £5 

million programme to combat 
malnutrition.  To donate please go to 

cafod.org.uk/lent 

http://www.csw.org.uk/
mailto:trishiasol@ao.com
mailto:christinafitzsimons@icloud.com
http://cafod.org.uk/lent


 

The Great adventure, Retreat for Year 7-9: 
The Great Adventure is running at Worth Abbey from 

the 18-20th May for all those in year 7-9.  Over the 
weekend we are going to be exploring the idea that the 
journey of discipleship is a great adventure that we are 

each called to through workshops, input, prayer, 
worship and a whole lot of fun! The price is £84 but 
bursaries are available. For more information please 

email: fcarbone@wellspringbrighton.org.uk 

 
The Feast of Pentecost Walk: 

 
Sunday, 20th May: To mark the Feast of Pentecost, in an ecumenical style, there will be a walk from Worth Abbey to 

Crawley Down along the Red Road and Worth Way (i.e. all along footpaths, about one and a half hours).  This is 
primarily a social occasion but will end with prayer and tea at the All Saints church in Crawley Down.  Everyone is 
welcome.  Meet at Worth in the carpark at 3 pm.  Provision will be made for the return journey, but please check. 

 

Meeting our Muslim Neighbours – Retreat: 
 

A ten-day retreat has been organised for 13-23 October, in Viviers, South of France and will include not only 
talks and discussions, but excursions to the Trappist Abbey of Aiguebelle and to centres of Christian-Muslim 

dialogue in both Lyon and Marseille (Viviers is exactly halfway between these cities).  The retreat will 
celebrate Christian-Muslim encounter in the context of Blessed Charles de Foucauld and the monks: 

Christian, Christophe Luc, Michel, Bruno, Ce lestin and Paul. 
The retreat-giver will be Dom Martin McGee, of Worth Abbey, and accommodation will be in the large and 
well-appointed Diocesan Retreat House, formerly the Grand Se minaire where Blessed Charles de Foucauld 

was ordained priest on Sunday 9th June, 1901. 
France is home to seven million Muslims.  We hope and pray that our retreat in Viviers later this year will be 
a blessed time, when we respond to the call to meet our Muslim neighbours as sons and daughters of our 

father, Abraham.  Further details can be found at:   www.retreats-beyonddover.com 

Passover Seder: 
David Simmons, an Orthodox Jew and a member of the 
West Hampstead synagogue community in London, has 

kindly offered to lead parishioners in a Passover Seder on 
Saturday 26 May after the 5pm mass.  Our Lord’s Last 

Supper with the disciples was a similar celebration and it 
is hoped that participation in this ancient Jewish ritual 

will allow us as Catholics to deepen our understanding of 
the Eucharist.  We will share a kosher (vegetarian) meal 

with traditional foods as David leads us in the rituals, 
readings and songs associated with this important Jewish 

tradition.  Prices TBC. 
 

Family Fun Day to Celebrate the Feast of Corpus Christi: 

Sunday 3 June at St John's Seminary, Wonersh, Guildford GU5 0QX from 1pm including activities, Blessed 
Sacrament procession with Bishop Richard and ending with tea. To assist with catering please confirm 

attendance with Katherine Bergin on katherine.bergin@dabnet.org  
 

Diocesan Grandparents Pilgrimage: 

Wednesday 13 June from 10.45am at the Shrine of Our Lady of Consolation, Park Lane, West Grinstead 
RH13 8LT. The day with include Adoration and Reconciliation and Mass with Bishop Richard. Hot drinks 

available but bring own packed lunch. Booking Essential with Rosie Read on 01293 651161 or 
rosie.read@dabnet,org. 

Dialogue and Unity Day 2018: 

Saturday 29 September from 10sm-4pm at the Christian Education Centre, 4 Southgate Drive, Crawley 
RH10 6RP on Christian Unity and the Renewal of the Church. Keynote speakers to be confirmed. You can 

book by email ruth.gerun@dabnet.org 

Annual Refugee Tales Walk: 
Refugee Tales is rooted in the work of the charity 
Gatwick Detainees Welfare Group which through 
a network of befrienders, supports people in 

immigration detention at Gatwick.  Refugee Tales 
enables the accounts of those who have experienced 
detention in the UK to be heard. There is an annual 

walk where these tales are shared.  
This year it is from 6 -11 July, More details can be found 

at www.refugeetales.org  
 

Diocesan Newsletter: 

You are all more than welcome to sign up to the A & 
B News, which is an online Diocesan newsletter.  

Details can be found on our website. 

mailto:fcarbone@wellspringbrighton.org.uk
http://www.retreats-beyonddover.com/
mailto:katherine.bergin@dabnet.org?subject=Corpus%20Christi%20Family%20Fun%20Day
mailto:rosie.read@dabnet,org?subject=Grandparents%20Pilgrimage%20-%20West%20Grinstead
mailto:ruth.gerun@dabnet.org?subject=Dialogue%20and%20Unity
https://dabnet.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6ad3715cf61665df736c264a6&id=af86894f41&e=39eafcb504


REGULAR EVENTS IN THE PARISH 
Mass Times - Saturday: 9.00 am (Concelebrated) and 5.00 pm (First Mass of Sunday),  
Sunday: 9.30 am, with an 11.30am mass at St Dunstan’s West Hoathly 
Daily Mass: 8.00 am and 5.30 pm (Concelebrated), Holy Days of Obligation: Vigil Mass: 7.30 pm;  
Feast Day: 8.00 am and 5.30 pm 
Adoration - Friday evenings 7.00- 8.00pm in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel. Reflection, music and silence.  
Sunday Adoration – In St Dunstan’s Chapel, West Hoathly, every Sunday from 5pm-7pm to support the parish 
evangelisation programme.  Please feel free to come for as long as you wish. 
Confessions (Sacrament of Reconciliation) - Sundays 9.10-9.30am before Mass.   
Marian Prayer Group - 2nd/4th Monday, 7.30pm, Lady Chapel.  
Prayers for Healing – 1st Wednesday of every month at 7.15pm in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel, a mass with 
prayers for healing. 
Lectio Divina - Tuesdays 8.20pm, for 30 mins, Parlour 3 (entry from the Narthex) then Compline.  
Sunday prayers for Healing - Once a month, there is a half hour service of prayers for healing in the Blessed 
Sacrament Chapel, after 0930 Sunday mass.  All Welcome.  The next dates are 6th May, 3rd June and 1st July. 
Christian Meditation Group - Blessed Sacrament Chapel 7.45pm for 8pm start to 8.45pm followed by 
Compline. Contact Gabrielle 01342 326118/Caterina 01243 554001. Next dates are 25th April and 9th May. 
Vigil for Vocations - (1st Friday) 9.00pm to midnight in the Abbey Church.  Next date 4th May 
Children’s Mass - 1st Saturday of each month at 5pm.  Next date 5th May.   
Bereavement Support - Marian & Clare are available to meet you either at St Benedict's or to visit you at home. 
Contact the team via the Parish Office or email - clare_harper@hotmail.com or marian.imhasly@gmail.com.    
Mothers Prayer Group - in Balcombe every Tuesday 12 noon.  Call Marie 07860 845658.  All faiths and none 
are most welcome.  

 New Revised Standard Version (Anglicized Edition), copyright 1989, 1995 by the Division of Christian Education of the 

National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission.  All rights reserved. 

Next Sunday’s Readings: Fifth Sunday of Easter 
1st Reading – Acts 9:26-31                   2nd Reading – 1 John 3:18-24 

 
Gospel: John 15:1-8 
I am the true vine 

Daily Readings 

Monday – Acts 11:1-18   john 10:1-10 (St George) 

Tuesday – Acts 11:19-26   John 10:22-30 

Wednesday – 1 Pet 5:5-14   Mark 16:15-20 
Thursday – Acts 13:13-25   John 13:16-20 
Friday – Acts 13:26-33   John 14:1-6 
Saturday – Acts 13:44-52   John 14:7-14 
 

Parish Priest: Fr Paul Fleetwood 
Mobile: 07764 260216 

 
Parish Office Email: parish@worth.org.uk          Parish Office Tel: 01342 710313          Parish Website: www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk           

Secretary: Maria Stribbling (Hours: 9.30am-1.30pm)     Night time emergencies only: 07494 484979 (NEW NUMBER) 

Safeguarding: Rachel Davies (07801 696354) and Maria Stribbling (01342 710313) 
Car Share: Jill Carter: 07836 316525 

 
In Touch: If you would like anything to appear in ‘In Touch’, please email: worthintouch@hotmail.co.uk  (by Thursday 10am) 

 
If you are unable to attend Mass and would like to receive Holy Communion at home, or if you have any prayer intentions, 

please let Fr Paul know. 

 

mailto:clare_harper@hotmail.com
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