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 “You are not to act in anger or nurse a grudge.  Rid your heart of all deceit” 
 (St Benedict) 

Edited by Maria Stribbling 

 

On Sunday, 22nd April, we hold our parish AGM, after mass.  This year we will be blessed by the 
visit of Hannah Vaughan Spruce, a young woman who now works for the Diocese of 
Portsmouth.   
She has experience as a youth worker, and she is also the coordinator of Divine Renovation U.K.   
 
Some of you will recognise this title of the book by James Mallon, subtitled From a Maintenance 
to a Missional Parish.  Fr James, with whom Hannah has worked closely, is the parish priest of St 
Benedict’s, in Halifax, Nova Scotia, in Canada, where he has worked for over ten years to 
transform his parish into a missionary parish.  In Canada, perhaps even more than in the UK, 
the Catholic Church has experienced a huge fall in numbers of people attending church and 
taking part in their parishes.   
 
Our own Bishop Richard is very conscious that this decline in numbers is happening here, and 
he has asked every parish to respond to the call from recent Popes to undertake the missionary 
work which is urgently needed.  
Bishop Richard quoted the Catechism, which reminds us that:  All Christ’s faithful have the 
obligation and the right to strive so that the divine message of salvation may more and more 
reach all people of all times and all places.  
 
 And Pope Francis, in The Joy of The Gospel: All of us are called to take part in this new 
missionary “going forth”.  Each Christian and every community must discern the path that the 
Lord points out, but all of us are asked to obey his call to go forth from our own comfort zone in 
order to reach all the “peripheries” in need of the light of the Gospel. 
 

To undertake this work Bishop Richard is beginning to re-structure the diocese, and in our 
parish we are following the same process.  We have established a new Evangelisation Team to 
lead us forward, and a group in the parish have just completed the Re-Lit programme, which is 
designed to equip us for the work of the New Evangelisation – the evangelisation of the 
baptised – for which Pope John Paul and his successors have asked. 

Please pray for the success of this initiative, and please come to the AGM, to share your ideas 
and listen to Hannah Vaughan-Spruce who will offer us the fruit of her experience. 

                                                         

Live Simply Tip for the weekend – 17th / 18th March 

Recycling batteries is good for the environment and it also helps to prevent fires at waste disposal 
sites (caused when batteries come in contact with metal)  

Many supermarkets and hardware stores offer recycling bins for batteries. 
. 

 

 



 

Anniversaries: 

Please pray for the souls of Margaret Trueman, Verner Wylie, Bernard O’Grady, Geoffrey Weeden,  

Patrick Lamb, Fr Bruno Grogan, Mrs Whinney, Gordon Jones, Edward Allen, Ian Parker, Sally Winn   

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them, may they rest in peace. Amen.  

Please pray for:                  

Please pray for Barry and Fran O’Sullivan who are both unwell. 
Please pray for Susan Scoble, who is ill in hospital. 

DATES FOR LENT AND EASTER 

Stations of the Cross:  Every Friday in Lent at 8pm.  This will start on Friday 23rd February, through to Friday 23rd 
March.  With Adoration in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel beforehand at 7pm. 

Reconciliation Service:  Tuesday 20th March at 7.30pm 

Palm Sunday:  Vigil with Procession on Saturday 24th March at 5pm 
                             Mass with Procession on Sunday 25th March at 9.30am 
                             Mass on Sunday 25th March at 11.30am (St Dunstan’s, West Hoathly) 
 
Maundy Thursday:  29th March.  Mass at 8.30pm 
 
Good Friday:  30th March.  The Passion of the Lord:  Service at 3pm 
 
Holy Saturday:  31st March.  Easter Vigil at 9pm.  Followed by refreshments in the Narthex 
 
Easter Sunday:  1st April.  Mass at 9.30am (change from the previously advertised time) 
                               1st April.  Mass at 11.30am (St Dunstan’s, West Hoathly) 
 
Lent Lunches in aid of CAFOD:  Every Monday at Cinderhill House, RH17 7BD at 12.30pm.  Starting on Monday 19th 
February until Monday 26th March. 

MUSIC EVENTS 

18th March:  Sequence of Music for Lent.  
7.30pm 

Wednesday Evening Mass (21st): 

As Wednesday is the Feast of the passing of St Benedict, mass will 
be at the changed time of 4.45pm, with the school. 

 

 

In Touch: 
 

Next weekend will be the last weekend for In Touch before Easter.  If you have anything you would like to advertise, 
please let us know before Wednesday.  In Touch will return as normal for the weekend of 14th / 15th April. 

 

Save the Date: 

The Worth Abbey Parish 
AGM will take place on 22nd 
April at 11am in the Unity 

Room 

  

 

Fairtrade Fortnight: 

Our very grateful thanks to Beryl McNulty and all the traidcraft team for organising 
special treats and for their faithful service to our Parish Community, which helps us 

buy fairly traded commodities week by week. 
Of course the stall remains open as usual each Sunday. 

Young CAFOD fundraiser: 

One of our younger parishioners, Elsie Tibble, aged 9, has been moved to raise money for 
CAFOD.  She has hand crafted some Lenten and Easter decorations that she would like to sell 

after Mass on Sunday 18th March.   
We hope you will all support her and some of our other younger parishioners who may wish 

to join in, for this great cause. 

Abbey 
Bookshop: 

Easter Cards are 
available in the 

Abbey Bookshop 



 

The Great adventure, Retreat for Year 7-9: 

The Great Adventure is running at Worth Abbey from the 
18-20th May for all those in year 7-9.  Over the weekend we 

are going to be exploring the idea that the journey of 
discipleship is a great adventure that we are each called to 
through workshops, input, prayer, worship and a whole lot 

of fun! The price is £84 but bursaries are available. For more 
information please 

email: fcarbone@wellspringbrighton.org.uk 

 

Annual Refugee Tales Walk: 

Refugee Tales is rooted in the work of the charity Gatwick 
Detainees Welfare Group which through a network of 

befrienders, supports people in immigration detention at 
Gatwick.  Refugee Tales enables the accounts of those 

who have experienced detention in the UK to be heard. 
There is an annual walk where these tales are shared.  

This year it is from 6 -11 July, More details can be found 
at www.refugeetales.org  

 

INSPIRE 2018 - Day for Youth Leaders: 

We've got an amazing line up for INSPIRE 2018 (yes, we've changed the 
name).  We will be at St Joseph's in Redhill on Saturday May 12th, 

running from 10am to 3.30pm (Doors open 9.30am).  
We've already confirmed Will Desmond from the ASCENT, as well as 
somebody from the Youth Alpha team. Bishop Richard will also be 

joining us for the start of the day, and we hope to complete the line up 
in the coming weeks. 

The event is open to anyone who works with young people in a Catholic 
context and anyone who is interested in doing so. To book, Email 

YMBookings@dabnet.org - Tickets £10 
 

Day for Youth Leaders and Catechists:  
 

There will be a day for youth leaders, 
Confirmation catechists and young adult 

ministers, as well as anybody who is 
interested. Bishop Richard will also be with 

us for the first part of the day. It’s all 
happening at St Joseph’s Church, Redhill on 
Saturday May 12th from 10am to 3.30pm. 
Tickets are £10 with parish group discounts 
available. To book, or for more information, 

Email YMBookings@dabnet.org. 
 

Easter Retreat for 18-35’s: 

Worth Abbey and The Wellspring Community invite young adults (ages 18-35) to celebrate the Easter Triduum (29th 
March-1st April) with a retreat at Worth Abbey. Over the Easter Triduum young adults from across the UK will be 

gathering to celebrate the Death and Resurrection of Our Lord Jesus Christ.  Leading up to the retreat, you are welcome to 
be part of a 'Cross Walk'- a group of young adults and monks who will walk to Worth from Arundel, across the beautiful 
South Downs, carrying the cross.   We will begin the walk on Palm Sunday (25th March) and arrive at Worth on Maundy 

Thursday (29th March). Booking forms are now available. Please contact TOC@worthabbey.net or 
fcarbone@wellspringbrighton.org.uk. 

 

Arundel Cathedral: 
 

This year the Chrism Mass at 
the Cathedral together with 
Bishop Richard, and clergy 
and laity of the Diocese will 

take place on Wednesday 28 
March at 6pm 

Refugees Welcome – Crawley AGM: 
 

Please come to our ‘Refugees Welcome - Crawley’ AGM on  
27th March at 7pm, Crawley URC, Worth Park Avenue, Pound Hill, Crawley. The 

business part will be very short and followed by a welcome meal with local refugees. 
Please bring food to share. 

Hope to see you there! All welcome and bring friends to celebrate welcome in the town. 

Please let me know on RWCanna@gmail.com if you can come. 
 

HCPT PILGRIMAGE TRUST COFFEE MORNING: 

On Wednesday, 7th March £709.83 was raised to send a child to Lourdes this Easter with HCPT.  Thank you all for your 
kindness, help and generosity and especially to Lin and Bob Eade for so kindly lending their house for this event without 

which no funds would have been possible.  They worked so hard for its success.   God bless you all 

Lunch for Homeless People: 

We shall be serving lunch on Sunday 25 March at 
the Friary. Your help and support on the day would 

be very much be appreciated.  Please contact Ashwin 
Soni on 07833 252 551 if you are able to help. 

 

Crawley Interfaith Network: 

There will be a talk, on politics and religion, followed by a Q and 
A with Peter Lamb; Leader, Crawley Borough Council, Labour 

Party, on Wednesday 28th March from 7-9pm. 
All welcome. Free admission. Refreshments. 

  

The Circle Club: 

Do you have a car?  Do you have a little spare time on Tuesdays? 
The Circle Club is looking for some extra drivers to join the rota.  The members, who are elderly people living on their own 

in the area, need your help to come to Compass House at Worth Abbey for 11am. 
After a good meal, some entertainment and much needed companionship, go home around 2.30pm. 

If you can help, please contact Anne on 01444 811431.  Thank you 
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REGULAR EVENTS IN THE PARISH 
Mass Times - Saturday: 9.00 am (Concelebrated) and 5.00 pm (First Mass of Sunday),  
Sunday: 9.30 am, with an 11.30am mass at St Dunstan’s West Hoathly 
Daily Mass: 8.00 am and 5.30 pm (Concelebrated), Holy Days of Obligation: Vigil Mass: 7.30 pm;  
Feast Day: 8.00 am and 5.30 pm 
Adoration - Friday evenings 7.00- 8.00pm in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel. Reflection, music and silence.  
Sunday Adoration – In St Dunstan’s Chapel, West Hoathly, every Sunday from 5pm-7pm to support the parish 
evangelisation programme.  Please feel free to come for as long as you wish. 
Confessions (Sacrament of Reconciliation) - Sundays 9.10-9.30am before Mass.   
Marian Prayer Group - 2nd/4th Monday, 7.30pm, Lady Chapel.  
Prayers for Healing – 1st Wednesday of every month at 7.15pm in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel, a mass with 
prayers for healing. 
Lectio Divina - Tuesdays 8.20pm, for 30 mins, Parlour 3 (entry from the Narthex) then Compline.  
Sunday prayers for Healing - Once a month, there is a half hour service of prayers for healing in the Blessed 
Sacrament Chapel, after 0930 Sunday mass.  All Welcome.  The next dates are 8 April and 6 May. 
Christian Meditation Group - Blessed Sacrament Chapel 7.45pm for 8pm start to 8.45pm followed by 
Compline. Contact Gabrielle 01342 326118/Caterina 01243 554001.  
Vigil for Vocations - (1st Friday) 9.00pm to midnight in the Abbey Church.  Next date 6th April.  
Children’s Mass - 1st Saturday of each month at 5pm.  Next date 7th April.   
Bereavement Support - Marian & Clare are available to meet you either at St Benedict's or to visit you at home. 
Contact the team via the Parish Office or email - clare_harper@hotmail.com or marian.imhasly@gmail.com.    
Mothers Prayer Group - in Balcombe every Tuesday 12 noon.  Call Marie 07860 845658.  All faiths and none 
are most welcome.  

New Revised Standard Version (Anglicized Edition), copyright 1989, 1995 by the Division of Christian Education of the 

National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission.  All rights reserved. 

Parish Priest: Fr Paul Fleetwood 
Mobile: 07764 260216 

 
Parish Office Email: parish@worth.org.uk         Parish Office Tel: 01342 710313          Parish Website: www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk           

Secretary: Maria Stribbling (Hours: 9.30am-1.30pm)     Night time emergencies only: 07956 782634 

Safeguarding: Rachel Davies (07801 696354) and Maria Stribbling (01342 710313) 
Car Share: Jill Carter: 07836 316525 

 
In Touch: If you would like anything to appear in ‘In Touch’, please email: worthintouch@hotmail.co.uk  (by Thursday 10am) 

 
If you are unable to attend Mass and would like to receive Holy Communion at home, or if you have any prayer intentions, 

please let Fr Paul know. 

 

Next Sunday’s Readings: Palm Sunday 
1st Reading – Isaiah 50:4-7                    2nd Reading – Philippians 2:6-11 

 
Gospel: Mark 14:1-15:47 

The Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark 

Daily Readings 

Monday (St Joseph, Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary) – 2 Sam 7:4-5a, 12-14a, 16   Rom 4:13, 16-18, 22                                                                             

Tuesday – Num 21:4-9   John 8:21-30                                                                             

Wednesday (The Passing of St Benedict) – Dan 3:14-20, 91-92, 95   John 8:31-42 (Ferial readings).  We will have 
special readings for the Feast. 
Thursday – Gen 17:3-9   John 8:51-59 
Friday – Jer 20:10-13   John 10:31-42 
Saturday – Ezek 38:21-28   John 11:45-56  
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