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 “The Lord waits for us daily to translate into action, as we should, his holy teachings” 
 (St Benedict) 
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On Tuesday, 27th of this month Refugees Welcome Crawley celebrate their AGM.  I do commend this 
event to you all.  Unlike many AGMs this one contains very little business, but lots of social time and 
delicious food and drink, and you will meet many wonderful people there.  The group is known to some 
of you already, and I am very pleased that parishioners take part in various activities which are 
promoted to help the Syrian families and others who live locally.  The invitation is open to us all, so 
please do see if you can make some time for this event.  (Please see the box below for all details.) 
The group has just published their spring newsletter, which tells of some of their activities, including 

social activities, language practice, help with finding jobs, gardening and a sewing activity.  This 

involves making a banner to celebrate seventy years of Crawley New Town. 

All of this is done to make the families welcome and to offer friendship.  Please do consider if you would 

like to be involved with this.   

The tradition of welcoming the stranger is a central part of the Jewish and Christian tradition.  From the 

time their slavery in Egypt the Israelites were aware of their identity as a people of strangers, and of 

their God as the God who protects strangers.  God declares to Moses: I have seen the misery of my people 

in Egypt…I have come down to rescue them…to bring them into a good and spacious land.  And, after their 

liberation, at Sinai, giving them the Law which will guide them in His way, God instructs them: Do not 

oppress an alien; you yourselves know how it feels to be aliens, because you were aliens in Egypt.  (Ex.3.7f 

& 23.9)  And in another law code, God declares: The land must not be sold permanently, because the land 

is mine and you are but aliens and my tenants. (Lv 25.23)  This sense that the land belongs to God, not to 
us, but is His gift to all, is the basis of our tradition of hospitality.  Jesus reaffirms this in his great 

parable of the Sheep and the Goats (My 25.35): I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was 

thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in.  Our Eucharist is the 

sacrament of welcome and is at the heart of our spirituality.  Walking the road to Emmaus Jesus comes 

to the two disciples as a stranger.  As he celebrates the Eucharist with them they recognise him as their 

Lord, in the breaking of the bread. 

(Please take a copy of the newsletter of RWC, On the Move, from the narthex, or look on the website.) 

                                                         

Live Simply Tip for the weekend – 10th / 11th March 

Did you know that used kitchen foil can go in your household recycling bin? 
Only about 5% of it is recycled, meaning that 95% is going to landfill. 

Give your foil a quick dunk in the washing-up water and it is ready to recycle. 
 

 

 



 

DATES FOR LENT AND EASTER 

Stations of the Cross:  Every Friday in Lent at 8pm.  This will start on Friday 23rd February, through to Friday 23rd 
March.  With Adoration in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel beforehand at 7pm. 

Reconciliation Service:  Tuesday 20th March at 7.30pm 

Palm Sunday:  Vigil with Procession on Saturday 24th March at 5pm 
                             Mass with Procession on Sunday 25th March at 9.30am 
                             Mass on Sunday 25th March at 11.30am (St Dunstan’s, West Hoathly) 
 
Maundy Thursday:  29th March.  Mass at 8.30pm 
 
Good Friday:  30th March.  The Passion of the Lord:  Service at 3pm 
 
Holy Saturday:  31st March.  Easter Vigil at 9pm.  Followed by refreshments in the Narthex 
 
Easter Sunday:  1st April.  Mass at 9.30am (change from the previously advertised time) 
                               1st April.  Mass at 11.30am (St Dunstan’s, West Hoathly) 
 
Lent Lunches in aid of CAFOD:  Every Monday at Cinderhill House, RH17 7BD at 12.30pm.  Starting on Monday 19th 
February until Monday 26th March. 

Anniversaries: 

Please pray for the souls of Kitty Cahill, John Burge, Terry Fallon, Bishop David Cashman,  
Julie Vincent, Mary Jarvis, Mary Devlin, Ann Wallace   
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them, may they rest in peace. Amen.  

Please pray for:                  

Please pray for Barry and Fran O’Sullivan who are both unwell. 
Please pray for Susan Scoble, who is ill in hospital. 

Please pray for Pat O’Grady, who sadly passed on Monday.  We pray for her family. 

MUSIC EVENTS 

11th March:  D’Arcy Trinkwon Organ Recital.  7.30pm 

18th March:  Sequence of Music for Lent.  7.30pm 

Save the Date: 

The Worth Abbey Parish AGM will take place on 22nd 
April at 11am in the Unity Room 

  

 

CAFOD Second Collection: 
 

Over the 2 weekends, we have collected a total of £675.52.  
Thank you so much for your generosity.   

 

Worth Choral Society Concert: 

A very big thank you and congratulations to everyone who was involved in last Sunday’s concert, which 
raised the amazing sum of £1,100 for Irundu.  Thank you to everyone for your great generosity.   

Our very special thanks to Michael Oakley, who has supported Irundu many times with his concerts.  This 
was a very fitting tribute for his final concert.  Thanks also to Mandy Horton for the organisation and to her 

loyal team of helpers, and to all the singers and players. 
 

 

Fairtrade Fortnight: 

This Sunday (11th) is the last day of 
Fairtrade Fortnight.  It will also be the 
last opportunity to order Easter Eggs. 

 

 

Turners Hill 

News: 

Some copies are 

available in the 

Narthex. 

Second Collection This Weekend: 

There will be a second collection this 
weekend for Lenten Alms.  Dedicated to the 

Contemplative Orders of women in the 
Diocese 



 

Young CAFOD fundraiser: 

One of our younger parishioners has been moved to raise money for CAFOD.  She has hand crafted some Lenten and Easter 
decorations that she would like to sell after a Mass on Sunday 18th March.   

We hope you will all support her and some of our other younger parishioners who may wish to join in, for this great cause. 

Prayers for Burma: 

After a recent visit to Burma, Pope Francis asks us to pray for just 6 

things on Sunday 11th March. 

Please pray for:  An end to decades of religious intolerance, An end 

to the violent attacks on Burma’s Rohingya Muslims, A resolution to 

the crisis in Kachin state, For Aung San Suu Kyi and the government , 

For religious and community leaders, For the Church in Burma 
 

Refugees Welcome – Crawley AGM: 
 

Please come to our ‘Refugees Welcome - Crawley’ AGM on  
27th March at 7pm, Crawley URC, Worth Park Avenue, Pound Hill, 

Crawley. The business part will be very short and followed by a 
welcome meal with local refugees. Please bring food to share. 

Hope to see you there! All welcome and bring friends to celebrate 
welcome in the town. Please let me know on 

RWCanna@gmail.com if you can come. 
 

Blessing: 
 

May the blessing of light be on you, 
Light without and light within. 

May the blessed sunlight shine upon you and warm 
your heart 

Till it glows like a great fire, 
And strangers may warm themselves 

As well as friends. 
And may the light shine out of the eyes of you 

Like a candle set in the window of a house, 
Bidding the wanderer to come in out of the storm. 

May you ever have a kindly greeting for people 
As you’re going along the roads. 

 
And now may the Lord bless you, and bless you 

kindly.  Amen. 
 

Prayer: 
 

Lord, no one is a stranger to you 
and no one is ever far from your loving 

care. 
In your kindness, watch over refugees and 

exiles, 
those separated from their loved ones, 

young people who are lost, 
and those who have left or run away from 

home. 
Bring them back safely to the place where 

they want to be 
and help us always to show your kindness 

to strangers and to those in need. 
 

We ask this through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

Irundu: 
 

Cynthia Haynes 
has produced a 

report about 
her recent visit 

to Irundu, 
which is 

available in the 
narthex.  Congr
atulations and 
sincere thanks 
to everyone for 

your very 
generous 
support. 

 

Day for Youth Leaders and Catechists:  
 

There will be a day for youth leaders, Confirmation catechists and young adult ministers, as well as anybody who is 
interested. Bishop Richard will also be with us for the first part of the day. It’s all happening at St Joseph’s Church, Redhill 
on Saturday May 12th from 10am to 3.30pm. Tickets are £10 with parish group discounts available. To book, or for more 

information, Email YMBookings@dabnet.org. 
 

Easter Retreat for 18-35’s: 

Worth Abbey and The Wellspring Community invite young adults (ages 18-35) to celebrate the Easter Triduum (29th 
March-1st April) with a retreat at Worth Abbey. Over the Easter Triduum young adults from across the UK will be 

gathering to celebrate the Death and Resurrection of Our Lord Jesus Christ.  Leading up to the retreat, you are welcome to 
be part of a 'Cross Walk'- a group of young adults and monks who will walk to Worth from Arundel, across the beautiful 
South Downs, carrying the cross.   We will begin the walk on Palm Sunday (25th March) and arrive at Worth on Maundy 

Thursday (29th March). Booking forms are now available. Please contact TOC@worthabbey.net or 
fcarbone@wellspringbrighton.org.uk. 

 

Arundel Cathedral: 
 

This year the Chrism Mass at the Cathedral 
together with Bishop Richard, and clergy and 

laity of the Diocese will take place on Wednesday 
28 March at 6pm 

Lunch for Homeless People: 

We shall be serving lunch on Sunday 25 March 
at the Friary. Your help and support on the day 

would be very much be appreciated.  Please 
contact Ashwin Soni on 07833 252 551 if you are 

able to help. 

 

Crawley Interfaith Network: 

There will be a talk, on politics and religion, 
followed by a Q and A with Peter Lamb; Leader, 

Crawley Borough Council, Labour Party, on 
Wednesday 28th March from 7-9pm 

All welcome. Free admission. Refreshments. 
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REGULAR EVENTS IN THE PARISH 
Mass Times - Saturday: 9.00 am (Concelebrated) and 5.00 pm (First Mass of Sunday),  
Sunday: 9.30 am, with an 11.30am mass at St Dunstan’s West Hoathly 
Daily Mass: 8.00 am and 5.30 pm (Concelebrated), Holy Days of Obligation: Vigil Mass: 7.30 pm;  
Feast Day: 8.00 am and 5.30 pm 
Adoration - Friday evenings 7.00- 8.00pm in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel. Reflection, music and silence.  
Sunday Adoration – In St Dunstan’s Chapel, West Hoathly, every Sunday from 5pm-7pm to support the parish 
evangelisation programme.  Please feel free to come for as long as you wish. 
Confessions (Sacrament of Reconciliation) - Sundays 9.10-9.30am before Mass.   
Marian Prayer Group - 2nd/4th Monday, 7.30pm, Lady Chapel.  
Prayers for Healing – 1st Wednesday of every month at 7.15pm in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel, a mass with prayers for 
healing. 
Lectio Divina - Tuesdays 8.20pm, for 30 mins, Parlour 3 (entry from the Narthex) then Compline.  
Sunday prayers for Healing - Once a month, there is a half hour service of prayers for healing in the Blessed Sacrament 
Chapel, after 0930 Sunday mass.  All Welcome.  The next dates are 8 April and 6 May. 
Christian Meditation Group - Blessed Sacrament Chapel 7.45pm for 8pm start to 8.45pm followed by Compline. Next date 
will be 14th March, Contact Gabrielle 01342 326118/Caterina 01243 554001.  
Vigil for Vocations - (1st Friday) 9.00pm to midnight in the Abbey Church.  Next date 6th April.  
Children’s Mass - 1st Saturday of each month at 5pm.  Next date 7th April.   
Bereavement Support - Marian & Clare are available to meet you either at St Benedict's or to visit you at home. Contact 
the team via the Parish Office or email - clare_harper@hotmail.com or marian.imhasly@gmail.com.    
Mothers Prayer Group - in Balcombe every Tuesday 12 noon.  Call Marie 07860 845658.  All faiths and none are most 
welcome.  

New Revised Standard Version (Anglicized Edition), copyright 1989, 1995 by the Division of Christian Education of the 

National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission.  All rights reserved. 

Parish Priest: Fr Paul Fleetwood 
Mobile: 07764 260216 

 
Parish Office Email: parish@worth.org.uk          Parish Office Tel: 01342 710313          Parish Website: www.worthabbeyparish.co.uk           Secretary: 

Maria Stribbling (Hours: 9.30am-1.30pm)     Night time emergencies only: 07956 782634 

Safeguarding: Rachel Davies (07801 696354) and Maria Stribbling (01342 710313) 
Car Share: Jill Carter: 07836 316525 

 
In Touch: If you would like anything to appear in ‘In Touch’, please email: worthintouch@hotmail.co.uk  (by Thursday 10am) 

If you are unable to attend Mass and would like to receive Holy Communion at home, or if you have any prayer intentions, please let Fr Paul 
know. 

 

Next Sunday’s Readings: 5th Sunday of Lent 
1st Reading – Jeremiah 31:31-34                     2nd Reading – Hebrews 5:7-9 

 
Gospel: John 12:20-33 
Among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks.  These approached Philip, who came 
from Bethsaida in Galilee, and put this request to him, “Sir, we should like to see Jesus”.  Philip went to tell 
Andrew and Andrew and Philip together went to tell Jesus.  Jesus replied to them: 
“Now the hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified.  I tell you, most solemnly, unless a wheat grain falls 
on the ground and dies, it remains only a single grain; but if it dies, it yields a rich harvest.  Anyone who hates 
his life in this world will keep it for the eternal life.  If a man serves me, my Father will honour him.  Now my 
soul is troubled.  What shall I say:  Father, save me from this hour?  But it was for this very reason that I have 
come to this hour.  Father, glorify your name”! 
A voice came from heaven, “I have glorified it and I will glorify it again”.  People standing by, who heard this, 
said it was a clap of thunder, other said, “It was and angel speaking to him”.  Jesus answered, “It was not for my 
sake that this voice came, but for yours.  Now sentence is being passed on this world; now the prince of this 
world is to be overthrown.  And when I am lifted up from the earth, I shall draw all men to myself”.   
By these words he indicated the kind of death he would die. 
 

Daily Readings 
Monday – 2 Cor 4:1-2, 5-7   Luke 22:24-30                                                                            Thursday – Exod 32:7-14   John 5:31-47 

Tuesday – Ezek 47:1-9, 12   John 5:1-16                                                                    Friday – Wis 2:1a, 12-22   John 7:1-2, 10, 25-30 

Wednesday – Isa 49:8-15   John 5:17-30                                                                                    Saturday – Jer 11:18-20   John 7:40-53 
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