
JUSTICE AND PEACE ASSEMBLY 2018

Fr Paul and parishioners attended this event on Saturday 27th January at DABCEC in Crawley.  The theme 

for the day was “Hope overcoming Fear” and speakers explored how the church can respond to the 

problems in our troubled world today, which cause fear and hatred, by promoting messages of hope.  

Bishop Richard opened the day by reminding us that when we are faced with fear and uncertainty, if we 

keep our eyes fixed on Jesus, he will show us the way.

Jack Valero, co-ordinator and co-founder of Catholic Voices, gave a provoking presentation about ways in 

which Catholics can communicate positive messages of hope.  He described a 3 stage process to facilitate 

dealing with criticism of catholic belief and suggested a very helpful book called “How to defend the faith 

without raising your voice”, by Austen Ivereigh.  Dr Anthony Towey, Director of the Aquinas Centre for 

Theological Literacy at St Mary’s University gave a very lively and entertaining talk about how catholic 

social teaching is rooted in the Bible and described Jesus as a social revolutionary.  Taking us through 

Genesis, Exodus and The Gospels he pointed out how stories concerning the proper nature of man’s 

relationship with God, with other people and with the planet are still crucially relevant today.  They 

continue to give us guidance on how to live our lives, particularly regarding migrants, the weak and the 

powerless.

Martin Brown from CAFOD spoke encouragingly about many recent positive achievements made by 

CAFOD campaigning initiatives.  He described how the work continues and is clearly having positive 

results.

There were also short presentations from a number of organisations about their work, including the 

Medaille Trust, Cherish Life Network, National Board of Catholic Women, Shared Interest Society, 

Dialogue and Unity Group, Pax Christi, Christian CND, Crown of Thorns, Eco conversion Group, Fairtrade

and Traidcraft.  As Aidan Cantwell has recently moved to a new post with the Jesuit Refugee Service there 

was no presentation about the Refugee Response, but we were told that a newsletter will shortly be 

distributed to parishes describing recent progress.

It was a full and most inspiring day, closed by the Bishop in prayer.

Apparently recordings of the speakers will be available shortly on the website www.dabnet.org

It would be well worth following them up via the website if you missed the chance to hear them in person.


